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five full days from the 14th to 18th March. This was
attended by not less than 15,000 people from the neigh-
bourhood of Tiruvannamalai and the whole of India,
From that date onwards the daily worship has been per-
formed in this shrine, now known as Mathrubootheswara
Temple.

The death anniversary of the Mother has been fot
long annually celebrated in the Ashram, as the Maha-
puja day. This falls in May or June according to the
Hindu Calendar in each particular year.

MASTER'S ILLNESS AND MAHANIRVANA

Adjoining Mathrubhootheswara temple a large Hall
was constructed with the same materials as the temple
itself, namely, granite stones and mortar, to be the perma-
nent darsan Hall. In it a large couch cut out of a single
rock, and beautifully polished, carved and designed, was
placed for the Master, to serve as a seat by day and a
bed by night. This Hall was declared open in a simple
ceremony on the 1st June 1949, from which date it
became the new darsan Hall.

But alas! From this time the Masters health began
to give way. He had entered his 70th year, and the
chronic complaints which he had acquired during the
early years of his absorption in the Ultimate Conscious-
ness, owing to the entire neglect of his body, began to
tell on him. Due to exposure to cold, rain, wind and the
dampness of the underground cave (Pathala Lingam), in
various open spaces, and on the hill, he had contracted
asthma, and then an arthritic rheumatism which clung
to him till the end. Signs of pronounced weakness
appeared in 1947, which exposed his system to the invasion